
 

The CARES Act & Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund 

 
The Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund 

The CARES Act, which established and funds the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund 

(HEERF), directs institutions to use this new federal funding to provide direct emergency financial 

grants to students for expenses related to the disruption of campus operations due to COVID-19.  

 

Eligibility for CARES Funding Through HEERF 

Students must be eligible for federal Title IV aid to receive these direct awards through HEERF. 

Filing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), establishes eligibility for the Title IV 

programs and therefore the direct awards through HEERF.  

 

UCSB CARES Grant 

UCSB Office of Financial Aid & Scholarships has established the UCSB CARES Grant to make 

these direct awards to the undergraduate student population eligible for these federal funds. * 

Awards range from $650 to $1,700.  

 

Institutional Support for Dream Scholars - UCSB COVID19 Relief Grant 

Our undocumented student population is not eligible for federal funding through HEERF. This 

population is eligible for state and institutional aid, and because we know these students are 

also affected, UCSB Financial Aid & Scholarships has committed funding to award the Dream 

Scholars using parallel eligibility criteria. Eligible Dream Scholars with a California Dream Act 

Application will be awarded the UCSB COVID19 Relief Grant. Awards range from $650 to $1,700.  

 

Awarding Timeline 

Undergraduate students were awarded on April 28th, 2020. If you were determined eligible then 

you can view your UCSB CARES Grant or UCSB COVID19 Relief Grant on My Aid Status. 

 

Refund Timeline and Processing 

These awards will be refunded to students in full. This means that they will not be applied to any 

outstanding balance on BARC.  

 

We highly encourage those who are able to sign up for eRefund with the BARC office. The 

alternative of receiving a paper check delays the process of receiving your funding. Sign up 

now for eRefund by logging in to MyBARC and following the instructions found here.  

 

Appealing for Support 

We recognize that all students have been affected by the current situation in one way or 

another. Though we were not able to award all students, we have established an appeal 

process so that students can notify us of their circumstances. If you are a student that did not 

receive the UCSB CARES Grant nor the UCSB COVID19 Relief Grant but has experienced 

financial hardship related to the disruption of campus operations due to COVID-19, please 

complete the appeal available here May 1st. This process is open to undergraduate students 

only and will be open between May 1st and May 11th. Recipients of funding will be notified and 

awarded on May 15th.  

 

 

*The Graduate Division will establish a parallel direct award process for the graduate student 

population.   

 

https://sso.my.ucsb.edu/adfs/ls/?wa=wsignin1.0&wtrealm=http%3a%2f%2fwww.finaid.ucsb.edu%2faidstatus%2f&wctx=rm%3d0%26id%3dpassive%26ru%3d%252faidstatus%252f&wct=2020-04-28T20%3a41%3a50Z&rpsa-rn=5ISIVl89SimhhFfy3QHYMjfY5a1IXTQLXSFjYBO%252beh6gcQeWOAtkMegBIPtlmHGwXjWMLsuQxTSakXirb4cFuArJ3xaeo53QBZQvFycRn65e0h60YLU49%252bUD8KsJm%252bGr&rpsa-an=%252fntxUmI0LB%252fJOJWOgQbfmbVHFi4OdXHSoO9m5wyX7nk%253d&rpsa-se=Eb%252bM1uX7iYA9mzkG4HytN5yM5xsKajm00QvPAcg1FkynyURIAtYX1AXXgMXHA4kGrB4571H5dSzHmTzwjMQgdA%253d%253d&rpsa-sedn=HGwMJWWHe9Rnm%252bSelhc1L3TQ14jt8GrdhOkn4cS82WQTvYg7fiMR70wiT2vguykO9rIpunlnR04%252fqLeBu0Dl0Q%253d%253d
https://mybarc.ucsb.edu/SIWeb/login.jsp
https://www.bfs.ucsb.edu/barc/e-refund-instructions
https://forms.gle/vYtiQduEn8NRauLp6

