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TYPICAL HOUSING COSTS NEAR UC CAMPUSES 

The Total Cost of Attendance (TCOA) at the University of California includes tuition, fees, and expenses 
for housing, food, educational materials, and transportation. For undergraduates, the UC Office of the 
President develops the cost of attendance based in part on results of its University-wide Cost of 
Attendance Survey. 1 The estimated costs for three living categories (on-campus, off-campus, living with 
parents) at each UC undergraduate campus is listed here. The 2020-21 estimate for other cost-of-living 
categories at the University of California can be found here. For graduate students, each campus and 
program may establish the cost of attendance, although data are collected systemwide for their use 
here; visit the websites of each graduate program for additional information.   
 
Posted below are typical housing rates near campuses derived from the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD).2 Table 1 displays the monthly rent for one-and two-bedroom apartments, 
and Table 2 lists the cost of one-person bedrooms in private houses near UC campuses.  
 
Table 1: HUD Monthly Rent for Off-campus 1-bedroom and 2-bedroom Apartments near UC Campuses 

HUD  
Description Berkeley Davis Irvine 

Los  
Angeles Merced Riverside 

San  
Diego 

San 
Francisco 

Santa  
Barbara 

Santa  
Cruz 

HUD 1 BDRM $2,117 $1,286 $2,156 $2,142 $910 $1,183 $1,786 $2,909 $2,174 $2,514 

HUD 2 BDRM  $2,608 $1,690 $2,661 $2,745 $1,103 $1,486 $2,309 $3,547 $2,563 $3,316 

    
Table 2:  HUD Per Person Monthly Rent by Housing Type near UC Campuses 

HUD  
Description Berkeley Davis Irvine 

Los  
Angeles Merced Riverside 

San  
Diego 

San 
Francisco 

Santa  
Barbara 

Santa  
Cruz 

HUD 2 BDRM OWN 
ROOM $1,304 $845 $1,330 $1,373 $551 $743 $1,155 $1,774 $1,281 $1,658 

HUD 3 BDRM OWN 
ROOM $1,166 $807 $1,229 $1,217 $526 $683 $1,082 $1,528 $1,129 $1,445 

HUD 4 BDRM OWN 
ROOM $1,057 $722 $1,060 $995 $477 $633 $999 $1,239 $968 $1,213 

 
It is important to note that while these are typical cost of attendance figures, they can vary by students. 
The following need to be considered regarding the cost of attending the University3: 
 

 All cost estimates reflect estimated costs for a typical student, but actual costs can vary 
considerably for individual students. 

 The University strongly encourages prospective students and their families to consider how 
their own costs might differ from those given in the estimates, including by seeking out cost of 
attendance estimates from other sources and by considering whether they will face other costs 
that are not listed in the estimate categories or how their veteran status might affect costs. 

                                                            
1 The University derives student budgets from known institutional charges (e.g., tuition and on-campus room-and-board 
charges) and results from the University-wide Cost of Attendance Survey (COAS). The COAS provides comprehensive data on UC 
students’ non-fee expenses as well as a standardized basis for calculating student budgets at each campus that reflects local 
economic conditions and student spending patterns. The 2020-21 student budgets utilized data from the 2019 administration 
of the COAS. 
2 University of California Office of the President used the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 2021 
Small Area Fair Market Rent and calculated the average for zip codes within a 5-mile radius of each campus location. Source: 
HUD Housing Data. 
3 Based on the requirement and language of California Senate Bill-457 Postsecondary Education: cost-of-living categories SB467 

https://www.ucop.edu/enrollment-services/data-and-reporting/student-budget-tables/smb-2021_v10.pdf
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/tuition-financial-aid/tuition-cost-of-attendance/
https://www.ucop.edu/enrollment-services/data-and-reporting/graduate-student-support/gcoas-2017.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/fmr.html#2021_query
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB467

